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Passing But Once This Way. 

Going but onee this way, 

The race a short one, too. 
And sliort'alng av«>rj day, 

Hon aoon we'll all be tlirouaji ! 
Oh what important things. 

To take our feeble power*, 
Are borne upon these winga 

Of all Ilia pawing hours. 
Then let us strict attention bbj . 
As wc shall come but once this way. 
Salvation would we have ; 

We may It here obtain, 
To sin no more, a slave, 

Break every galling chain. 
Christ bids us all to come, 

With arms extended wide, 
And Und our heaven— our bome- 

L'pon lbs other aide. 
Oh let us Uaate without delay. 
Fur we shall pass but once tula way, 
There's Christian work to do, 

To do with all the might. 
The day will soon be through, 

And then will corns tbe nigh*. 
No one can labor then ; 

There'll be no work fur man ; 
In life to rescue men 

Bath God devised his plan. 
Then Ut us work while it is day, 
As we b hull pass but once this day. 

L. I,. llAOEIt. 


Miiimi Valley Items. 

At a late business meeting held 
by the Brethren at Winchester, 
Ohio, it was decided to commence 
the building of our contemplated 
new meeting house as soon hb 
practicable. The new eh arch is 
to have a seating capacity of 300 
or 350. Aa the building com- 
mittee are fully authorized to 
make all necessary arrangements, 
we soon expect to make a begin- 
ning, and evory effort will be 
made to have it ready for dedi- 
cation before 188b* closes. 

This jb Friday evening, and 
we are making preparations fcr 
our love feast, which will take 
place to morrow evening. We 
expect a good representation 
from the surrounding churches. 
However as our feast is general- 
ly very plain and simple, there 
is but very Htth work connected 
with It, Gleaning the church 
and arranging the seats consti- 
tute the greatest part of the 
work. Plainness and simplicity 
should be the main feature of our 
worship and ordinances. We 
talk a great deal of the simplicity 
of the Gospel, and yet we cannot 
be consistent unless we carry it 
out in the practical duties of 
church work. 

Lust Tuesday eveuiug, we com- 
menced our protracted meeting 
at Pleasant Hill, Through train" 
not making the desired connec- 
tion, brother Mallott did not put 
in an appearance until Wed nee- 
day morning. We had meeting, 
however, and the congregation 
took the disappointment very 
good naturedly. Brother Mal- 
lott is feeling pretty good, and 
ready lor hard' work, and we look 
fo" quite a revival. We will do 
a' I we can and wc have no tear 
but what tbe Lord will add his 
blessing. We have his promise 
and on thai, we rely. 

Thank you, brother editor, ior 
your promptness in replying to 
the question about your use of 
the word "Foot washing." Your 
arguments i)iuy not have been 
the best and strongest in your 
favor, still they deserve notice 
and we should give the matter a 
fair investigation. The first an 
thority I appealed to, (Library of 
useful knowledge. Vol. vi) used 
tbe word ae yon write it — "foot- 


washing." I notice, too, that 
Webster gives us a long list of 
compound words, with "foot" ae 
the first syllable, e. g., foot stool, 
foot-soldier, foot-hold, foot-print, 
loot-sore, Ac. &e. All this is un- 
doubtedly in your favor. But 
bas not custom and euphony 
something to do iu making our 
decisions t This is tbe only ar- 
gument I can bring againBt you. 
We have been so used to say 
feetwashing that footwashing 
sounde awkwardly to us. This 
is one of the many instances, that 
are continually forcing them- 
selves on our uotice in the j e 
days, where prejudice aud former 
education will combat every inch 
Of ground, no matter how good 
the arguments may be. 

OPEN COMMUNION. 

I am really glad to see that 
many of the views and opinions 
of the old church that have been 
adopted by many as having gos- 
pel authority, are now being dis- 
cussed. The sentimeut in the 
leading editorial of last B. E , 
puts it about right. "We are 
now iu tbe midst of a general 
breaking up of tbe doctrines 
which were instilled into our 
minds by tbe old church, aud 
every one, no doubt, will be 
weighed, and carefully weighed 
iu the gospel scales, and examiu 
ed through the gospel micro- 
scope." But, brethren, let us 
keep cool, and let not our zeal 
run away with our judgment. 
Radicalism and injudicious per- 
son a) i ties arc not the best argu- 
ment* in any discussion. 

Amongst tbe subjects now un- 
der consideration, perhaps there 
are uone more important than 
that of "O^en Gommunion." 
And it is because we realize its 
importance aud that there is a 
principal involved here, that we 
become very noBitive aud vehe- 
ment in our opinions. Now 
brethren do not forget that there 
are arguments on both sides, 

Iu the first place, "open com- 
munion" has a broad meaning, 
aud we must not take advantage 
ot one another by sophistry, 
merely to gain an advantage. 
Kemembe. that the cause <>l 
Ghriet h at stake. And to tbe 
"law and the testimony," let us 
appeal every time. 

In contending against what has 
been termed "close communion," 
its oppouents are often called 
upon to defend what they never 
advocated. Radical views are 
the cause of this. 

If the gospel teaches anything 
on this matter, it teaches that to 
commune is a mutter of individ- 
ual responsibility. 

There is and ever has been a 
strong disposition within the 
humsn heart to judge man. It 
is this disposition that caused 
the Lord to speak so emphatical- 
ly about judging. Sfow surely 
we must not confine thiri judging 
merely to matters outside ot re- 
ligion. 

It was to thid end that the 
opening verses of Matthew vii 
were spoken. Then again in tbe 
parable of tbe tares. When tbe 
servants desired to go and pluck 
out the tares Irom the wheat, 
they were stepped by tbe com- 
' mand, "Let both grow until the 


harvest." Why f Because they 
were incompetent to judge. The 
teaching is too plain. Man 
judges according to appearances; 
and sometimes appearances de- 
ceive. Tbe Lord will do the 
judging and make no mistake. 
It is good that be has taken it 
out of our bands. 

Then again, we must look at 
the action of our Lord at the 
very institution ot the Supper. 
He knew the character of Judas 
weli. Vet be was not prohibited. 
Indeed the Lord himself washed 
his feet, even if he did not par- 
take of tbe holy symbols, which 
some good people think he did 
not, although individually I am 
in favor of the view that be did. 
And thisl infer from John 13:18 
and other scripture. Be that as 
it may, he associated with tbe 
Lord as di 1 the other apostles, 
and enjoyed every privilege but 
the Lord's confidence. He was 
not made an exception at the 
Lord's Supper. 

Then comes the text so fre- 
quently quoted, "Let a man ex- 
amine himself &c. Now this, it 
is agreed, was said to the church. 
Yes and that opens up all the old 
feud. Who is -'the church?" It 
was the positive assumption ot 
this honor that bas been the 
cause of all tbe cruelty, injustice 
and eel fish nesB that has so dis- 
graced Christianity. The flames 
and dungeons of the middle Hges 
were the result ot tlus proclama- 
tion. The decision of annual 
meeting with the long train of 
evils that followed, and with 
which so many of nsare familiar, 
is another result. Brethren keep 
clear of this. Little by litlte we 
may glide unconsciously to the 
same degree. These dungeons 
and injustices were not born in a 
day. It took years to develop 
them and they must have had a 
beginning. 

Remember again, that those 
are the Lord's 'labks We our- 
selves are only guests there. 
These ordinances arc tor the 
Lord's children, and such are in- 
vited. Rut who is going to pick 
out the Lord's children. I would 
not dare for I know I would err. 
The responsibility is more than I 
care to shoulder. 

I do not believe that it is right 
to make a special invitation, and 
insisting on this or that person 
or denomination coming. Our 
business is to proclaim it as the 
Lord's Table, and that the Lord's 
children are invited. That is 
enough, then "Let a man exam 
ine himself." 

The man that communes un- 
worthily, does so to his own 
damnation, not mine. 

Theu again, wo miugle with 
other denomination*, pray with 
them, and they with us, aud that 
at our request. We sing with 
them, and they with us. We 
cull them brothers and sisters, 
and all this. But when one of 
them comes to commune with us, 
we say no, you are not brothers 
and sisters uovv. You are only 
such at our ordinary meetings. 
It it is wrong iu one instance, 
then we ought not to act tbe 
hypocrite and say what we did 
not mean, 
I believe in tbe Brethren church, 


and love it because therein I can 
worship God as my conscience 
desires, and because the means of 
grace for the soul's development 
can fa* used. Let us be honeet 
in all we do, meekly endeavoring 
to follow tbe Lord's will. If we 
make any mistakes let it be on 
the side of charity. 

The argument of bad people 
communing with us is a poor one. 
Look over the records of some 
with whom we have sat at the 
Lord's tables, and are we hurt 
because of their sins ? God for- 
bid. Were we to give you a list 
of those who have disgraced 
(heir profession, you would find 
some that have been about as bad 
as men cun get. Brethren, you 
had better "let a man examine 
himself." Of two evils always 
choose the least. 

Yes, we are guardians of the 
Lord's truth. So were the Ro- 
man Catholics and other bodies, 
at lertst they said so, and' a ter- 
rible record they made. We are 
the guardians of the truth. Then 
let us prove it by our modest, 
unassuming aud charitable con- 
duct. In this way we will be 
doing much for the cause. You 
know what the Lord said on one 
occasion, "lie that is not against 
us, is for us." That is a princi- 
ple in Christs a uity. Look up 
the occasion of this remark and 
let us live it out. 

I see 1 Cor. 10 ; 20, 21 is quot- 
ed iu this discussion. This pas- 
sage has direct relerence to a 
danger ot mingling with idolatry, 
in its most literat sense. The 
■'cup of devils" iu verBe 21, ia lit- 
erally the "cup of demons." — 
Greek daimonion, a heathen god 
or deity, I cannot see any ap- 
plication to this subject. 

We might go on and say much, 
but we do not want to bethought 
radical on this Biibject. Breth- 
ren, there are sound, gospel argu- 
ments for not being exclusive iu 
this matter. Weigh this subject 
closely. Never miud what yon 
wero taught by other persons. 
Search the scriplurs to find out 
the will of God, not merely to 
build up a preconceived opinion. 
It we make a mistake let us do it 
on tbe side of mercy. 

I like the remark of our Bro. 
Uolsinger iu a speech at the 
Ashland Convention. Referring 
to the salutation, he said he 
would salute anyone that desired 
to salute hint, no matter who lie 
was, for, he said, ho would be 
keeping that much of the Gospel 
any way. I thought that was 
sound logic then, and I think so 
still. I saw n priuciple there that 1 
could cling to, and that principle 
ia good, because it savors of the 
Gospel. 

Eoward Mason. 


Field Echoes. 
Bro. MeFadeu took advantage 
of our arguments against the 
Convention being held at this 
time, by passiug over tbe primal 
reasons, and using the secondary 
under the metaphor ot a "mouse." 
"The mountain labored and 
brought forth a mouse " Now 
brother Me., this is virtually a 
concession after all. You see it 
dees not take the metaphor of 
an Elephant to prove that we ao 


net need a Convention at tfcuv 
time. Just a mouse. 

Sunday Sept. 5th, it was tvr 
privilege to dedicate . another 
Brethren church house to tbe 
Lord's service. It i* built shoot 
2 miles north of Middloport, Car- 
roll Co., Iud. This is the home 
ot brother B. L. Gordon lie ie 
the only resident mi Ulster. He 
and brother Bwihart have dune a 
good work in this putt of £u<i.. 
They are buih ineu full of God'e 
spirit and you know that means 
faith and gnod work- among man- 
kind. There were a large gath- 
ering ot people. Tin; indebted- 
ness as nearly as could be ascer- 
tained was provided for by 
pledge* aud a oath collectiuu. 
Brethren Gregory, £i ken berry, 
Uu fiord, WujOs aud others done 
well when finances were called 
for. I met u number ot brethren 
from Flora, Iud,, &* they, Witt- 
brother Itideiiour, their pastor, 
attended the dedicatory services 
instead ot their regular appoint- 
ments that otherwise would have, 
been filled. 

After services brother Gordon 
baptized a youu* sister Into 
Christ und the fellowship of hie 
childreu here. 1 did :»ot buv« 
tbe pleasure of goh,^ to the w,*- 
tcrside, but d>d enjoy with about 
30 brethren, sisters t.i,,l trteuds a 
good dinner at the borne of Bro. 
andsister Eikettherry. 1 waui 
to ttll the readers ot the Evaxhu- 
list that Iud., is jut: Jul: ot good 
things to eat and Marthas (the 
scoldiug traits except* i) to coo& 
them, aud Eikenberry's have a 
good share, ludeeo u you are 
not blessed with string will j a ■ 
er, I would advise you to keep 
on the other side ot tbe "lloosier'" 
liue. The variety i<i well pre- 
pared delicacies mijjh; lead yon 
right into dyspepsia, I forgo:, 
to say the church was named 
"Salem" — a place oi peace and 
as such we trust it si.uii ever oe. 
Bro. Bidenour mb had spent 
several days with ttu r.1 Cumbria 
remained *o prune' t ■ ■ r lh« 
brelhren at fi-ilen ;. :< « evenings 
before going to fill bit Hppoiut 
ment iu Auburn, lu. It was the 
first time brother Juuiea and I 
had ever met. 1 ciroyed hi* 
society much. I returned in tbe 
evening to the ehurcl uear Cam- 
bria where I had bbvti holding 
meetings tor several day-. Vis- 
ited during my soj .urn at this 
place brethren Jauob Mctzger'o, 
whose son, b:\illiei Emu ,u-l, is 
attending Ashlaia; I '"liege at 

present; Saftioel aud Michae' 
Latchaw's, who are lull of love 
aud zeal tor the upbuilding ot 
tbe Redeemer's kii -.i.. in in th? 
world. I also called to visit Bro 
Wm. Gripe, but be w»* not at 
home, lie la one of the pioneer 
brethren in this part of God'* 
heritage; also Bro. 7AK-" Gor- 
don, brother of LJ. I/?. There I 
bbw- the •■photo" ot Bro, Gor- 
don, their youngei brother de 
censed who once attended Ash 
inn 1 Colli _'■-. It li 1 !:- us with 
sadness to be reminded that the 
young, promising, indttoutJat, an 
thus called trotu earth, when the 
sunshine ot hope has j'atl untold 
ed bis rays of promise and Hi. 
tablernacle of glorv moves Zion 
ward, but with God's children 
alway we can say : they are not 
because God took them. 

{Concluded ne?t ireek.) 

K F. Mallott. 


